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"This book may take our breath away." So states the cover blurb from Walter Brueggemann on

"Globalization, Spirituality, and Justice: Navigating the Path to Peace," released on April 17, 2007

by Daniel G. Groody. The basic premise is, metaphorically, that the global family has booked

passage and is now aboard the ship of globalization and there is no turning back to the shore. The

question we must ask ourselves, as passengers on this ship, is, "who is at the helm and where are

we going?" As Gustavo Gutierrez quips, "Being against globalization is like being against electricity."

We can't stop the ship, and one would question the wisdom of wanting to, but the issues of who's

driving and where will we end up are legitimate.The book begins by offering an overview of the dual

nature of globalization--its inherent propensity for good, such as the triumphs of technology, and for

ill, such as the tragedy of poverty. Perhaps more importantly, chapter one details where we have

sailed on this ship so far. This chapter seeks to give a realistic picture of the world today and paints

that picture by using the most current statistics available. These statistics were gathered from

sources such as the World Bank, the United Nations annual Human Development and World

Development reports, and the World Institute for Development Economic Research. It is staggering

to learn that 19 percent of the global population lives on less than $1 per day, 48 percent live on

less than $2 per day, 75 percent live on less than $10 per day, and, according to the World Bank,



two-thirds of the population of the planet lives in poverty. The weight of these income disparities is

compounded when one looks at the unequal distribution of wealth and our disordered spending

patterns.
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